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Corbett appeal dismissed
 REX MARTINICH

THE NSW Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal 
has dismissed an appeal 
by former Katter’s 
Australian Party Wannon 
candidate, Therese 
Corbett, against a NSW 
Ant i -D i sc r imina t ion 
Board judgement that she 
vilified homosexuals.
Sydney gay activist, Garry 

Burns, took legal action 
against Ms Corbett after her 
comments to The Spectator 
equating homosexuality 
with paedophilia were 
published by NSW media 
outlets.
The NCAT handed down 

its decision on October 15, 
2013, finding Ms Corbett 
had vilified homosexuals.
 The Tribunal ordered her 

to apologise to the public 
via an advertisement in the 
Sydney Morning Herald 
newspaper, an order that 
still stands due to the 
appeal’s dismissal.   
Ms Corbett appealed the 

judgement one month later 
and the decision to dismiss 
her appeal was published 
on Thursday morning.
The Tribunal referred to 

NSW anti-discrimination 
laws which state “It is 
unlawful for a person, by a 
public act, to incite hatred 
towards, serious contempt 
for, or severe ridicule 
of, a person or group of 
persons on the ground of 
the homosexuality of the 
person or members of the 
group”.
Mr Burns told The 

Spectator on Thursday 
that the appeal dismissal 
was “an important victory, 
not just for me but for 
tolerance of homosexuals 
and other minorities”.
“There’s a short bald 

white man in Canberra 
who is trying to tell people 
that it’s OK to be a bigot,” 
he said.
“Well, I say that it’s not 

OK to be a bigot- it’s 
not ok to incite hatred, 
contempt or ridicule 
against people because 
they are homosexual.
“This judgment was 

for NSW but it sends a 
message to the whole of 
Australia that there are 
serious consequences for 
vilification.”
Mr Burns said he would 

“be fair” and give Ms 
Corbett three weeks to 
“get the money together” 
to buy an ad in the SMH 
newspaper.
“It won’t be cheap,” he 

said.
“I made the decision not to 

apply for my legal costs for 
the case to date but if I have 
to take Ms Corbett to the 
Supreme Court to enforce 
the NCAT judgment, I will 
consider recovering costs 
for that.”

Mr Burns told The 
Spectator back in January 
2013 that he was prepared 
to abandon his plan to sue 
her if she apologised for 
her remarks and withdrew 
them.
Ms Corbett appealed the 

vilification finding on the 
basis that her interview 
with The Spectator in 
Victoria was not a “public 
act” for the purposes of 
NSW law and she had 
a right to express her 
religious and political 
views without sanction.
The Sydney Morning 

Herald reported that Ms 
Corbett’s lawyer argued 
in May that bracketing 
homosexuality with 
“other notorious kinds of 
immoral conduct” was a 
persuasive strategy used 
by some of the “greatest 
contributors to Western 
civilisation’s philosophical 
understanding”.
The Tribunal did not find 

in favour of applying a 
religious exemption or 
invoking the Australian 
Constitution’s implied 
right to freedom of political 
communication.
The appeal decision 

upheld the original 
judgment’s ruling on the 
matter of geographical 
jurisdiction. 
“If the only instance of 

communication of Ms 
Corbett’s statements to 
the public had been in 
the article appearing 
on 22 January 2013 in 
the Hamilton Spectator, 
the Tribunal would not, 
we believe, have had 
jurisdiction to deal with 
this matter,” the decision 
stated. 
“This is because the 

relevant ‘public act’ would 
have been committed 
wholly in Victoria.
“But all of the instances 

of republication that we 
have outlined involved 
communication to the 
public in New South 
Wales.”
The appeal decision was 

also critical of how Ms 
Corbett had presented 
her case in the prior legal 
action and in the appeal.
“The fact that Ms Corbett 

did not attend the hearing 
(even taking into account 
the reasons for non-
attendance) does not justify 
allowing her to run her case 
for the first time on appeal,” 
the decision stated.
The Spectator published 

Ms Corbett’s first interview 
as a candidate in the 2013 
Federal Election.
 During the interview 

Ms Corbett was asked if 
religious organisations 
should be exempt from 
anti-discrimination laws 
proposed by then Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard. 
“You should be able to 

discriminate,” she said in 
the 2013 interview.
“I don’t want gays, 

lesbians or paedophiles 
to be working in my 
kindergarten.
“If you don’t like it, go to 

another kindergarten.”
When asked if she 

considered homosexuals to 
be in the same category as 
paedophiles, Mrs Corbett 
replied “yes”.
“Paedophiles will be next 

in line to be recognised in 
the same way as gays and 
lesbians and get rights,” 
she said in that interview.
National media picked up 

on Ms Corbett’s comments 

and KAP founder Bob 
Katter told journalists in 
Melbourne that the remarks 
were “stupid” and “not 
what the party was about”.
Just days after The 

Spectator published the 
interview and 15 hours 
after it was picked up 
by national media, Mrs 
Corbett resigned as a 
candidate.
Following her resignation 

as a KAP candidate, Ms 
Corbett ran for Wannon 
on behalf of the Australian 
Christians Party and 
secured 1.32 per cent of the 
primary vote.
The Spectator contacted 

Ms Corbett’s lawyer but he 
did not respond to a request 
for comment on the appeal 
by publication deadline.

THERESE CORBETT

Downs Removals under administration
A HAMILTON removals and storage 
business has been placed under 
administration.
Vicwest Removals, trading as 

Downs Removals, was placed under 
administration on August 6.
Insolvency firm Cor Cordis Chartered 

Accountants, which has offices in 
Melbourne and Sydney, has been 

appointed as administrators of the 
company.
A business that specialises in removals 

and storage, Downs Removals has 
facilities in Hamilton, Portland and 
Warrnambool and also services 
Melbourne and Mt Gambier.
The administration comes after 60 years 

of service to the south-west region.

S
C

E
24251723

www.pldo.com.au   (03) 5523 2966

Is Snoring ruining
your relationship?
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Peter Hulin
Upholsterer & French Polisher

•	 Antiques	fully	restored
•	 Lounge	suites	
reupholstered

•	 Furniture	restored	-	all	
types

•	 Rocking	Horse	
restoration

•	 Second	generation	
upholsterer

P:	5562	7806
M:	0411	697	052

196	Koroit	St,	Warrnambool

Continuing a proud 
tradition of craftsmanship
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French St, Hamilton
Phone 5572 4833

PK BEARINGS

We stock a 
good range of 

THreaded 
rod

Unc, WW, Unf, 
Metric Std, Metric Fine, 

Stainless Steel
See it at

•	 The	Spectator’s	new	TV	Guide	with	Nanna	Nola’s	old	time	recipes,	jokes,	
rural	yarns,	funny	photo	caption	competition	...	and	still	more.

•	 Full	results	and	pictures	from	the	weekend’s	sport.
•	 TV	Guide	for	all	local	stations.	
•	 Great	buys	in	our	supermarkets.	
•	 News	from	district	racetracks	and	other	sporting	venues.
•	 The	“Where	Are	They	Now”	column	featuring	former	high	profile	Greater	
Hamilton	people	who	have	moved	away.

Next Tuesday ...

•	 Pages	for	youth	with	puzzles,	games	and	fun	things	to	do.	
•	 The	weekly	directories	of	trade	services	available	in	the	area.	
•	 Reports	on	what’s	happening	in	district	secondary	and	primary	schools.

Next Thursday ...

Next Saturday ...
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GET YOUR COPY OF THE SPECTATOR AND BE PART OF OUR COMMUNITY

COMING UP IN THE SPECTATOR
“Women	helping	to	work	the	family	farm	
must	shake	their	heads	in	disbelief	at	the	
new	government’s	proposed	gold-plated	paid	
parental	leave	scheme.”

A letter from the publisher
By	Richard	Beks

Page 2 — Western District Farmer
— Out Now!

•	 The	“Remember	When”	series	looks	back	to	the	train	accident	near	
Penshurst	that	killed	seven	workers	travelling	in	an	open	truck	being	pushed	
by	the	engine.

•	 Real	estate	guide	
•	 Saturday	magazine
•	 Rural	news	from	the	SW
•	 Best	buys	from	local	car	yards
•	 What’s	happening	in	the	churches

Honestly,
a Dumbledore waved his 
hands like that and your 
trousers just vanished?


